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Local volunteer saluted by president

1.J. Powell awarded medal
by Commander-in-Chief

Editor

NORTHEIELD CENTER — More than a decade of volun-
teerism earned civil engincer Thomas J. Powell recog-
nition by the president last Thursday,

Soon after Air Force One touched down, President
George W. Bush awarded Powell the President’s Volun-
teer Service Award.

Bush would later introduce Powell to an audience of
several hundred at a seminar on technology and health
carc.

“In my State of the Union, I'm going to talk about the
strengths of our country, the economy and our military,
and we intend to keep it strong to keep the peace. But
the true sirength is the fact that we’ve got citizens from
all walks of life who are willing to volunteer a 1,000
hours a year 1o make somebodys lifc better. I thank you
for the example youve set, T.J.,” Bush said at the Cleve-
land Clinic event,

Py U It all happened quickly, Powell said, as area volunteer
Special 1o Recor, blishing Co. roups were asked to submit nominecs just three days

Thomas J. Powell, of Northfield Center, stands by Alr Force One prior to its departure last gﬁgrpm the president’s gbg-clmd visit. ; .

week. President George W. Bush honored him with the President’s Volunteer Service “They were looking for nominees on Monday, they

Award earlier during the day. (See AWARD — Page 10)




Award

interviewed me on Tuesday, 1
found out Wednesday,” Powell
said.

Powell scrves as chief of the
Northeast Ohio  Medical
Rescrve Corps., a volunteer
organization he says was orga-
nized in October under the aus-
pices of the USA Freedom
Corps.

The group formed about four
months ago and has about 20
members whose mission Pow-
¢ll said include providing pre-
hospital care and or comrmuni-
catipns support to the general
public at large events and to
assist local safety forces in the
event of disaster.

He said all members of the
unit are volunteers, and added
the group is orgamzed as a non-
profit entity and is presently
working on obtaining status as
a non-profit corporation.

“We started this organization
back in October, but I've been
volunteering and doing things
for 13 years,” he said.

A civil engincer who works
for the Ohio Department of
Transportation's District 4 in
Akron, Powell is a project
manager and designer who
oversces projects ranging from
road resurfacing to bridge
replacements.

Projects he has worked on in
the Nordonia Hills arca include
bridge work on Route 91 and
rcsurtacmg on Route 82.

In recognition of his volun-
teer service, Powell was invited
to Cleveland Hopkins Interna-
tional Airport last Thursday to
greet the president and traveled
with him to his official events
that day.

*1 was at the bottom of the
stairs as he came off of Air
Force One." he said, adding the
president greeted Gov. Bob
Taft and other Ohio politicians.

Hl., shook my hand, presented

iy T SRS e T s [ B T R

P, |-

the photograph.”

Powell said he was told it
would take a couple of weeks
1o receive the official centificate
and a photograph of the event.

“"After we finished there, 1
went in the motorcade down
with them to the Cleveland
Clinic and then | came back
with them,” Powell said. “It
was very overwhelming and I
felt very honored.”

Powell said the president
seems “like a very regular type
of guy.”

“He thanked me for my ser-
vice and asked me how things
were going with it. He said
America necds to have volun-
teers,” Powell said.

“I told him it’s going very
well and we’re moving ahead
with the organization. 1
thanked him for giving us the
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T.J. Powell and his wife Jackie relax with their adopted
sons, Joshua, 2 1/2, and Andrew, 10 months. They
came into the Powell family through the Macedonia-
based non-profit Family Adoption Consultants, where
both husband and wife also assist as volunteers.

formed.”

Powell said he got his start in
voluntcering as an amateur
radio operator, which led him
to enroll in emergency medical
training and to a tour on the
Northficld Center Fire Depart-
ment from 1994 to 2002.

*1 became involved in public
service events as an amateur
radio operator and wanted to
previde medical services at
those events,” he said.

One of the main cvents Pow-
ell helps organize is the annual
“Pedal to the Point” hicycle
tour hosted by the Buckeye
Chapter of the Multiple Sclero-
sis Society.

“For the past 10 or 12 years,
I've organized all their volun-
teer communications support,”
he said.

Powell said that {ollowing
thea
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About the award, NEOMRC

About the President's Volunteer Service Award

‘According to a White House press release; the President’s
Volunieer Service Award, an mitiative of the President’s
Council on Service and Civic Participation, is available to
Americans of all ages who have demonstrated their dedication
o voluntecr service.

More information about the award is available al www.pres-
identialserviceawards.gov.

- Interesied: volunteers can find service opportunities in their
communitics at www.usafreedomeorps.gov or by callmg 1-
877-USA-CORPS.

For information designed to show clementary and middlc
school students how they can start making a-difference by vol-
unteering, visit www.usafrecdomcorpskids.gov.

According to the Northeast Ohio Medical Reserve Corps.,
the organization operates as a Medical Reserve Corps as out-

- lined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Scrvices
Office of the Surgeon General. :

Additional ml’or:ndmn can be found at '.'.wml.':dlcalr&
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About the Northeast Ohio Medical Reserve Corps

NEOMRC is organized to:

*Providc pre-hospital care and/or communications support
to the general public; :

*Participants in fund-raising activitics for other non-profit
charitablc organizations,

*Assist local fire departments and/or EMS agencies in the
event of a disaster and other a:tugnmcnls that affccl the puh-
lic health;

=Assist other organizations.

NEOMRC is also organized to promote education and lmm-
ing for pre-hespital care providers.

More inforinalion is available al www.neomre.org.

Northeast Ohio  Medical
Reserve Corps has received
numerous inguiries from indi-

our members are emergency
medical technicians; we have
paramedics, nurses and ama-

viduals interested in starting
similar organizations.

“I’s pretty amazing, since

we gol recognized. We've gpt-_

ten & ot of interest from pecaple

around the state, trying to {orm -

their own groups,” he said,
adding hits to the group’s Web
site, www.neorarc.org, have
increascd from about 100 per
day to about 1,000 per day.

And NEOMRC is
recruiting, he added.

“You Just hd\fL, to have a
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teur radio operators.”

Still relatively new, the orga-
nization meets at the Garfield
Heights Fire Department and is
just beginning fraining related
1r.1 its l‘l]]b."ﬂl’.,‘l]'t

He said thc first class is titled

“communily emergency
response.”

“In the future we'll be offer-
ing those classes,” he said.
“We're still trying to figure out
how to do them.”

E-mall: emarotta & recordpub.net
Phana: dAAN-232-ANRR



