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Man receives award from Bush 
By LESLIE BASALLA 
Staff Writer

Feb. 3, 2005 

Air Force One landings are a television news staple. The coverage usually runs 
something like this: After the plane touches down, the camera cuts to a shot of the 
president exiting the aircraft and waving to news photographers. Then he 
descends a set of stairs to the tarmac, where he greets someone important. 

Northfield Center resident T.J. 
Powell, 38, holds his son 
Joshua. Powell recently 
received the President's 
Volunteer Service Award. Sun 
photo by Brad Ruebensaal.

Last Thursday, though, the 
guy at the bottom of the stairs 
waiting for President George 
W. Bush was Northfield Center 
resident T.J. Powell. 

Powell was there to receive the President's Volunteer Service Award, a prize 
created for people who have demonstrated dedication to giving their time and 
talents for the benefit of others. 

"The president came down and met with the governor and a couple of the state 
representatives," Powell said. "Then he came and shook my hand, thanked me for 
the service work I've done, and gave me a pin." 

The pin is a small token of appreciation for years of voluntary work on Powell's 
part. 

Powell is president and chief of the Northeast Ohio Medical Reserve Corps, an 
organization of emergency service professionals who volunteer their time to 
provide medical help at charity functions and assist other agencies during 
disasters. 

The group was formed as the Northeast Ohio Public Service Volunteers but 
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recently changed its name. 

For the rest of the story, see your local Sun newspaper.
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